
Selected  AMLU Abandoned Mine Remediation Projects (2007)  
(Click on pictures below or scroll down for more information) 

 
Partner(s): California State Lands Commission 
Closure type: Backfills 
Location: Calico Mining District and other areas in San 

Bernardino County 
Closure date: October 2007 

 
Partner(s): California State Parks, Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM), U.S. Forest Service 
Closure type: Backfills 
Location: Nevada County 
Closure date: September 2007 

 
Partner(s): BLM 
Closure type: Fences 
Location: Red Mountain area, San Bernardino and Kern Counties 
Closure date: September 2007 

 
Partner(s): BLM 
Closure type: Bat gates, PUF, backfills 
Location: Quartz Mountain Complex, Madera County 
Closure date: June 2007 
 

 
  



Calico District Closu res, San Bernardino  County, October 2007 

In October 2007, the AMLU and 
the California State Lands 
Commission backfilled 13 
abandoned mine features in San 
Bernardino County that ranged 
from 20 to more than 100 feet 
deep.  Six features were located 
near the Calico Ghost Town 
outside Barstow.  The Calico District 
District contains extensive abandoned mine 
workings, including numerous small shafts, 
collapses, and underground voids waiting to 
collapse.  In 2006, on private property in the 
same general area, a man was killed after a 50-
foot fall down a hidden vertical opening located 
inside an adit.  A week later, a second man was 
paralyzed after falling into the same opening.  
One site highlights how some AMLU 
remediation projects evolve from the initial 
discovery of the hazard, to temporary fencing, 
to permanent closure by backfilling. 

 

�³We are pleased with our progress 
since beginning our partnership in 2002 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���2�I�I�L�F�H���R�I���0�L�Q�H���5�H�F�O�D�P�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V��
Abandoned Mine Lands Unit to 
safeguard the public and wildlife from 
mine hazards located on state lands.  
Help from OMR has allowed us to 
double the amount of work we would 
have been able to achieve, and our 
�H�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�F�\���K�D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���H�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U���´  
-- Greg Pelka, Senior Mineral 
Resources Engineer, CSLC  

BEFORE 

DURING 

FENCING (2003) AND 
VIEW OF FENCE IN 2007 
(note how shaft expanded 
and un dermined the fence)  

DISCOVERY (2002) 

BACKFILLING  (2007) 


